
Money, Money, Money 
2 Corinthians 9 

 

R.G. LeTourneau, does his name sound familiar? Maybe this will help, He became the leading earth 

moving equipment and machinery manufacturer of his day with plants on four continents. He had over 

three hundred patents and his contributions to heavy equipment and road construction forever changed 

the world. Not bad for someone who dropped out of school in 1901 at the age of 14. More importantly, 

Mr. LeTourneau’s contribution to the advancement of the gospel of Christ ranks him among the greatest 

Christian businessmen of all time. In 1927, at the age of 40, a large construction job failed and he found 

himself $100,000.00 in debt. (1927 was also beginning of the great depression). The surety company 

that backed RG LeTourneau on that job demanded RG work on Sundays or they would foreclose on his 

business, his house and everything else they could get their hands on. The owner of the surety company, 

Mr. Hall, boarded a train to officially shut LeTourneau down. When he arrived on the job site the next 

day, he had a change of heart, allowed RG to continue and the job was completed without working on 

Sundays. But RG was deeply in debt. The surety company assigned an accountant Mr. Frost too reign in 

the books. The situation was worse than they expected. RG then told Mr. Frost he pledged $5,000.00 to 

his church for missions. You can imagine Mr. Frost’s reaction. RG’s attorney dropped the idea of 

putting all of his efforts into his manufacturing business rather than dealing with the uncertainty of road 

construction. Here are the net profits for his manufacturing company during the depression: 1932 - 

$52,055.61; 1934 – 340,275.49; 1938 - $1,412,465.68. In 1935, RG and his wife Evelyn decided to give 

90% of their income to the Lord and keep 10%. In 1959, they gave Ten million dollars in donations to 

religious and educational institutions, the LeTourneau Foundation was still worth approximately forty 

million dollars. He said, “I shovel out the money, and God shovels it back – but God has a giver shovel”. 

As we read this story, our minds tend to say, “That’s easy for a multi-millionaire, it doesn’t work so well 

at my income level.” That’s true, however, if the statement “show me where you spend your time and 

your money and I will be able to show you what you love” is also true, what would a look at our 

finances and time reveal.  
 

So, what are we to do? Paul provides sound guidance on giving in 2 Corinthians, Chapter 8 & 9. 

Nowhere in the New Testament will you find a more consolidated teaching on the heart, reasons, 

methods and expectations of giving to the Lord. Money is amoral, it is neither good or bad but what we 

do with our money reflects our heart. In Jesus words, “Where your treasure is, there your heart is also. 

(Luke 12:34). We learned in Chapter 8 that giving should be done with joy, not hindered by poverty, 

generous, proportionate, sacrificial, and voluntary. Giving is a privilege, not an obligation; an act of 

worship; and proof of love. As we come to chapter 9, we need to take a quick look at some additional 

scriptures on giving, “He who gives to the poor will never want” (Prov. 19:17); “Honor the Lord from 

your wealth and from the first of all your produce, so your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats 

will overflow with new wine” (Prov. 3:9-10); and “Give and it will be given to you. They will pour into 

your lap a good measure -  pressed down, shaken together and running over. For by your standard of 

measure it will be measured to you in return” (Luke 6:38). Giving needs to be an act of worship 

motivated by love and generosity.  
 

However, we must be careful, for we live in a world where the Word Faith or the Health, Wealth and 

Prosperity gospel has been and is proclaimed. People have been lead to believe that it is God’s will for 

all believers to be rich. All you have to do is name it and proclaim it and God is obligated to provide it. 

Sounds a lot like Aladdin to me, rub the lamp and bam, God provides. How unbelievably sad it is, to 

have a concept of God’s sovereignty that has been supplanted by the demands of someone created out of 

dust. God’s financial plan and blessings created by giving are not for the purposes of self-indulgence, or 

greedy accumulation of wealth, nor are they an indication of God’s blessing or a lack thereof. Christian 

giving is an indication of the condition of our heart and our love for Christ that results in even more 

generous giving of the blessings with which we have blessed to receive. Are you shoveling money out 

and watching for God to shovel money back? He does have a bigger shovel, do we trust Him? 



 

1.  Why is it “superfluous” for Paul to write about the ministry to the saints? What is the ministry 

to the saints? And what is he boasting to the Macedonians? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What would cause Paul’s boasting about the Corinthians to be “made empty”? What is Paul’s 

concern regarding the Macedonians and what is his exhortation?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  How would you explain, “not affected by covetousness? What additional guidance on giving 

does Paul provide to the Corinthians in verses 5-7? What contrasts/direction does he give? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  What is Paul teaching in verses 8-11 and how does this contradict the idea that prosperity 

comes from grasping for wealth, not giving it away? What does it take to give in this fashion and 

what does it cause you to evaluate? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  What do the closing verses of chapter 9 (v. 11-15) tell us about giving, getting and knowing? As 

you review the chapter, what is wrong with “Have your good life now” prosperity doctrine of 

today? 

 


